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Here now! Naru!

What ya doin’ up there?

Ain’t ah told ya, no climbin’ nowhere dangerous?
Gramma, looky that.

What? The contrail?

There’s someone comin’ in on that plane.

Ack!

Ya comin’ down from there now? Or do ah reel ya
in?

Augh! Naru’s comin’ Naru’s comin’!

Miwa-nee was lookin’ for ya. Get goin’ now.

Okay. Please unhook this.

Don’t ya go doin’ risky stuff no more!

Okay!

Naru!!

Does anythin’ get through ta that Child...?

Finally made it here.
Guess I'll go catch a taxi.

Excuse me... Aren’t there any cabs around here?

No taxis here! But | can get you a rental car.

Yer lucky, sonny boy.

If ah hadn’t come by, might could take ya more’n
half a day get ta Nanatsutake village!

What?

Ya might could walk half a day ta get where yer
headin’

What,

Might could walk half a day!!

| can’t hear you over the engine!!

I'll just ignore him.
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I never expected I'd have

... A picturesque country encounter like that.

So how's it feel? Ridin’ back there?
Pretty embarrassing actually...
What? Can’t hear ya.

Not much to it...

Congratulations on winning the award Handa-kun.
Thanks.

Grand masters are certainly in a different league
Handa. The director wants to speak to you.

Sure, I'll go see him.

You asked for me, director?

It’s been a long time Handa-kun.

Sorry for not having kept in touch

Handa-kun, how old are you now?

Sir? | turn 23 this year.

| see... For one still so young...

... Your calligraphy is highly conformist.

l... Beg your pardon?

Whether I'd describe it as textbook-style

Or simply contrived to win calligraphy awards...

Either way... It’s just plain dull.

Director, with all due respect...

I've acquired a discerning eye from all my years
managing an exhibition hall.

Did you...

Even attempt to scale the wall of mediocrity?

Say Handa, | took these photos earlier.

Hey!! Handa!!

What’s wrong with my calligraphy!?
What are you doing, you idiot!?

Let me go!! How can he spout insults like that!?
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18.

He doesn’t even know how hard I've worked!

Crap... That was an unpleasant memory...

Guess that really was bad...

Look there sonny! It’s the sea!! The sea!!

City folks like that kinda stuff, eh? Don’t see sea
much back home, right?

Don’t patronize me.

Whaddaya think?

My grandkid sure loves the see. Always a-squealin’
with glee at the sight?

What's to think?

It’s just ocean...

Even if it’s shining.

Maybe it doesn’t look pretty...

Because my heart’s grown hard?

Whoa!

Don’t stop so suddenly (My ribs...)
This’s as far as ah take ya.

Take it the resta the way hitchhikin’.

Oh sure, sounds good to me.

The see nt lookin’ pretty ta ya... Sonny...
Ain’t from yer heart growing hard.

It’s just ‘cos it gets cloudy afternoons.

Ah... Is that so.

The see’s worth seein’ ‘specially when yer heart’s
gone hard.

Ya just don’t see that yet.

First villager...

Ain’t nobody stoppin’

STOP!!

Watch out!
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Finally made it here...

Man, what a trip.

Hello there! Ah was waitin’ for you Handa-sensei.
Oh, the property manager.

The trip from Tokyo was pretty rough right?

The plane bein’ shaky and all.

The cramped space bothered me more than the
shaking.

What, I'd like to know is, does this place not have

any buses, or trains, or anything? (or taxis...?)

There’s a bus that stops by once a day. You can
phone for a taxi service to come get you, but there
aren’t many of them.

We tend to rent a car for going to the shoppin’
district.

Oh.

At any rate, could you leave me alone for a week?

| want to immerse myself in writing.

Sure, got it.

Here... Lemme try the key.

Sorry

Take all the time you need for writin’

You won’t have to worry about food either.
Yer

belongin’s should arrive the day after

tomorrow.

Um... | thought you said nobody was living here.
Oh... Yeah that’s right.
Well... It feels strangely lived-in somehow...

Eh? No, yer just imaginin’ it, really.

I knew it!! Someone’s here!!

Wait!! Handa-sensei, really you just imagined it!

Who the hell are you!?
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Whoa!

Ah ha ha!

You found Naru!

Manager!! Who is this kid!?

She’s the village scamp.

Seems to have made this house her base.
Base...?

Oh, more a colony, really.

Uh... That makes even less sense.

Ah’m terribly sorry. Ah told her to leave but...

Hey mister! Are you a Junon boy?

Huh?

Naru!! It’s rude to ask questions like that.

But Miwa-nee was sayin’...

... That Junon boys look really cool.

This guy look really cool

So he’s a Junon boy.

That’s not entirely off the mark, but... This man is
a master calligrapher

Oh! Naru knows village chief!! He’s a Junon boy
who can also do calligraphy!

No, that’s wrong!

Hey.

But he must be a Junon boy. Naru thinks so.

Wel, no... He’s past the age where you’d call him a
“boy”, see?

But don’t TV people claim they’re younger than
they are? Miwa-nee said so.

Hey...

Well, uh... Fudgin’ numbers in their favour might
be part of the job.

Oh!! And “Cowboys” are “boys” even when they’re
old!!

Nya!

Nyaaa!
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7TV AN ADELo Tz That damn geezer... He keeps distracting me.
DR XYHhvHBHLDOH? Is there a kettle in this house?

ol P2aHYa—vFIRFICEBDZRE 2  You gotta snack on corn cones in one fell swoop!
Ui

MR AZRY) v 77D 50DF DT K  Ah've got a metabolic condition so one at a time’s

enough for me.

faf 2 > T What are you doing?

X217 PEHEE Ah!? Handa-sensei!

o BRLZP? TJA4AvH—a—V Hey, want some finger corn?

28.
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INT Tk It’s so cool!

IIRERIIXREA? These are worms aren’t they?

e HOw!?

F o700 ZABRDITIL2oT Good grief... Would you look at that hole.

BoTRoTL I w0k You should scold her sensei.

Eflrzi~bniz THLHIT Miwa-nee and Tama were here too... But they ran
away.

29.

Wooo HHEFT? Do you... Have any boards?
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Ah have plywood...

That will suffice.

Daaaaah!

Looky here! Is it good? Is it?

Hey... | didn’t say you could write anything.
Don’t be all uptight, Junon boy.

I’'m not a Junon boy.

Just like you have the name “Naru Kotoishi”

...l too have a name.

URG!

How didja know Naru’s name?!

Are you really that stupid, or do you think | am?
Naru knows yer name too, Junon boy.

Great... Good for you.

Pretty old fashioned insight style...

Takeo Junon!!

Handa Seishuu. Junon | can see, but why Takeo!?

Heh, that’s like a middle schooler’s pen name.
That’s Nom de Plume.

It doesn’t look too hot... ... But it’ll do.

I’'m home.

Welcome home!

(Why are you still here...?)

What is it they say now?

“Would you like dinner first, or a bath?”

Go away!

It’s okay! Naru wants to see more of Sensei’s
writin’!

Yer real good Sensei!

Well yeah, since | have to be...

Yeah!

It’s just like how teachers write.

Oh right! For dinner, village chief will--
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What are you doin’!I?

That’s yer own writin’!

Shut up!

What do you know about my writing!?
Don't talk like you know anything!
Oow!

Hey!!

(I'm horrible)

What’s with the sweet words!?

Huh? You're going to an island? Why’s that again?
Dad said... | should go cool my head...

He said, “before you can be a calligrapher, first
overcome your flaws as a human being.”

Pfft!

What’re you laughing about!?

You punched an old man who uses a cane. There’s
no sympathy for you.

urg...

Dad and that geezer just don’t get it. Sure, | write
calligraphy to win awards.

My writing is faithful to the fundamentals. What’s
wrong with that?

Damn it!

Okay but....

Is it any fun for you, writing calligraphy that way?
The fundamentals definitely make the most
beautiful writing.

I’'m not wrong about that.

Man...

| got a bt sentimental there.

Got it!

(She heard me talking to myself!)
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What’s  “scentymental”? Naru knows what
“centimeter’ is...

Did you write that song by yourself?

What do you want!?

I’'m not going to apologise.

Why would you apologise, Sensei?

Naru’s the one who was pesterin’ you.

And so...

... Naru tried rewritin’ yer words.

Naru copied them, but...

... Naru just couldn’t write them the way Sensei

does.

I’'m sorry.
H-Hey...
You didn’t do anything wrong...

Then you forgive me?

It’s not like there’s anything too-- !!
Hey... What’s the matter?

THanK GOOoDneSs!

I'm so glad... ... you forgave me.
Apologisin’ is so scary.

But... I'm really glad | did.

I’'m sorry ... | yelled at you.
Hm?
It’s nothing. Come on, get up.

Okay!

Still...

... you sure copied them neatly.
Yeah. But it was easy.

Sesnei writes just like the workbook.
What'd you do that for!?

Oops, sorry. Just a reflex.
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No, wait, you wouldn’t get why | flipped out.

This is just practice calligraphy.

It's meant to be thrown away.

Hahahaha!
You did it first!
Huh...?

Sensei...?

Sen--

BWAAH!

NYAAA!

That scared me! Naru thought you drowned.
My clothes are heavy and dragging me under...
C'mon!! City kids are like that!

This is what you do.

What the heck!?

First, plug up the neck of yer T-shirt.

Now catch a bunch of air under yer shirt.

Ohhh!!

Then you just swim.

Wow!! I'm kinda impressed, in spite of myself.

Do you always swim in water this deep?

Yup.

Kids have terrifying energy.

Senseil! Naru’ll show you somethin’ neat!

If you climb that wall you get to see an awesome
sunset.

Hold on a minute... You're climbing this levee?
Yeah, you can’t see it unless you climb.

| can live without that.

Look at the sky. You can’t see anything through

those clouds.
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You’ll never know unless you try climbin’.

If you don’t try to look, you don’t get a look.
==nyaaal

Look out!

It’s all right. It’s all right. Hurried too much.

And there!

Hurry on up, Sensei!
If you don’t climb the wall... You won't get to see

it!

See? Isn’t it pretty?

It really is.

AHHAHAHAHAHAHA!

That was fun.

What? Oh, it’s you, Kawafuiji...

| was cleaning up.

Yeah... | feel like | can work here.

| kinda see the reason why dad had me come to
this island.

If | do some good work I'll want to submit it.

You can help out then.

For now... Would you apologise to the director for

me?

| was wrong too...
Do it myself...? No way, that’s impossible.

There’s a kid coming, so I'd better go.
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Gotta lock down the castle.

Good, now she can’t just waltz in.
That’s right!
MANAGER!!

That should be everything. Please stamp this form.
Okay.

Could you help me bring them inside?

Our company doesn’t do that.

Oh... | see.

Man...

Customer service turns lousy when they don’t

have any competitors.

Anyway... | need to set it up to get started.
Combat mode activated!

Yer pretty upbeat this mornin’, Sensei.
Huh? Where’d you go, combat mode?

Whoa!! Lot’s of boxes!

Alpinist Naru climbs the Matterhorn!

Hey! Don’t climb those!

I’'m busy putting these boxes away!

Awww! But Naru came all this way to play with
Sensei!

Don’t be condescending!

Naru’ll help too!

Don’t peel off the tape out here!!

Carry in boxes that aren’t heavy.

Sure!

I need all the help I can get. Not much choice.
Naru’ll carry this one!

You... Don’t touch the boxes. Just clean up inside

the house.
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That sounds better.

Open the boxes as | bring them in. Then put the
contents away where | tell you.

That’s easy!

Here.

You’re having fun pulling the tape off...

It’s a treasure box...

What's that look for? They’re the tools of my trade.

Set that on top of the cabinet.

You'll turn into an old lady.
Which one’s next?
It'saTV!

It's a computer! Don’t grab it, it’s heavy!

| connect to the web to get work from clients.
Huh...

They have me write things like logos for books or
signboards for stores.

Huh...

The web, huh...

If you don’t understand, then just say so.
Miwa-nee said that ... You can look at “sek-see
sights” there.

STOP! THE! ILLEGALNESS!

Bring Miwa-nee with you next time.

Why?

I'll straighten her out.

Whew...

Can | stop already...?

There’s no way | can finish all this...
? How’d this get in here

Pictures from the Eika prize...

We’re all smiling in this one.
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“They say he punched the exhibit hall director.”
“Who'd do that?”

“He smashed the director’'s face. Now he’s
basically dead to the calligraphy world.”

“Just because he won a decent prize.”

“He has no manners.”

“Don’t talk to him. They might think you’re like
him.”

“Stay away from him.”

Man, what’s causing...

... This sense of isolation?

I'll sleep for now...

My futon... It’s laid out at a perfect spot.
Futooon.

Ahh, this is heaven

| kicked her out ages ago!
Also... There’s crap everywhere.
Nnnng!

Urg!

Urashimal

Damn kid.

Turn into an old hag.

Whoal It’s the dragon palace! This is so much fun!
It’s awesome! | wish Sensei could see this!
Naru-chan, It’s time for you to go home now.

I'll give you this as a souvenir.

Whoal! Fishcess, yer pretty loaded!

“Fishcess”? Not “princess”?

Now remember, you must never open that box.

Okay. Thank you, fishcess!

Fishcess!
What were you dreaming about?

About Urashima.
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There were snappers and flounders dancin’
around!

Hmmm.

So what’s that you've got?

It’s a treasure box!

You liar.

Naru really got this reassure box!

Don’t lie. Those are calligraphy tools.

It’s not a lie...!

If you’re so sure it’s a treasure box, then why not
open it?

But, but... Fishcess told Naru not to open it!

Naru will turn into an old lady!

Gotcha, so they’re calligraphy tools.

No, they’re not!

This definitely ...

Has to be... A treasure box!

Huh. It got quiet in there.
Well?

Reality can be cruel, huh?

Right?
Heya!

Where’d Sensei go?
Huh, “Sensei” is the sonny boy from yesterday?

You already know Sensei grampa?

It can’t be (x5)
She didn’t turninto an old hag... She turned into an
old geezer!

Sensei!

..Yes...?

Movin’ in are ya?



Do T TITFAR Got some help on the way.

Z? FEwoTeo Huh? Help...?

B WI DK 5 Ya seen that kooky old man?

Bl CWEA Kooky old man...

Ab2ADLWH LA He’s Naru-chan’s grampa.

BHBHooo Ah...

BHINZED» L ANS AT A That man don’t never use the front door.
Kok Ya be careful, now.

80.

BEoR > THk7- Heey! Ya done come back!

ikl Senseil

EhL TRy Leol-h Sorry ah went an’ scared ya.

B—HA First villager...

Sk Rk L Sensei, we all come ta pitch n.

Z Huh?

THAN ELTmoT Sorry we took so long.

Z Z Huh? Huh?

b2 XrBEAKE-NR My, we got a fine right man here.
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e A E Sensei, you get to work too!

Zooo BB Huh... yeah...

BHIDBFEA 72D 5 ? Did you call them over?

Atz ? Call who?

HDooo FATZH Uh... The villagers.

X 70 0 X No.

ARV LOBERTET 57 U -2 L They all saw the movin’ van and came. We don’t
DTS L0 S have anybody move in much.

Ty AARMBAZL But... I'm a stranger.
ZARIELTHHIDITICIE ., There’s no reason for them to do that...
Buwv el BICRAK Hey, Sensei! If'n ya don’ come...
JsFICHHBC o % Ah’ll open yer boxes myself!
Nzhiigbrotl Il Wait don’t!

Fi3iE e B2 THEIRICANNITIRER» Hahaha! Ah’ll just get ‘em in the house.
83.
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Barakamon is a slice of life manga about Seishuu Handa, a calligrapher from Tokyo. After getting into trouble
at a calligraphy contest he uproots his life and moves to an island on the Westcoast of Japan. There he gets
his first experiences with country life, and finds out he doesn’t know a single thing about a daily life that’s
not in the city. Through meeting a local kid called Naru, who calls Seishuu ‘Sensei’, he learns how to navigate

the intricacies of the rural life, and through that he finds himself again.



